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Evaluating Alternative Structural 
Retention Practices



Structural Retention



Differences from prior research

ÅTotal retention/ac constant across treatments

ÅOperational harvest unit sizes and arrangements

ÅIncorporate operationally feasible structural 
enrichment



Experimental Design
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Study Locations

Å10 blocks 

Å5 treatments/block 

ÅHarvest was complete for 
all stands in early 2015

ÅOver 4000 structures
You are here
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Study Taxa



Implications for Forest Carnivores

Are there retention arrangements that provide better 
support for the prey species of forest carnivores?

How does the arrangement of required structural retention affect:
ÅPlant communities 
ÅSmall mammal prey density at the stand scale
ÅPrey species diversity



Structure Longevity and Plant 
Community


